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Chinese New Year begins on Saturday, January 28th, 2017
Happy Year of the Rooster!

Featured

Product for the

New Year!
Chicago Title eFarm

The beginning of the new year is the best time to ramp up your
prospecting activity. Chicago Title eFarm gives you instant access
to millions of homeowners defined by Address, Intersection, Address
Range, County, Zip Code, City, Subdivision, Tract Number, Parcel Number,
Statewide Search, Township, Tax District, Zoning, etc. If your defined
type is “Address”, you even have the option of using our innovative
interactive mapping system to “draw” your desired area or multiple
areas! Try it today by logging onto your Premier Services account. or
simply register at www.ChicagoTitle.com if you don’t have an account.
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January Birthstone: Garnet represents constancy
Zodiac Signs: Capricorn (12/22-01/19) & Aquarius (1/20 - 2/18)
January Flowers of the month: Snowdrop & Carnation
National Blood Donor Month
National Soup Month
National Staying Healthy Month
National Hobby Month
January 4, 1785 - Utah became the 45th state
January 7, 1789 - New Mexico became the 47th state
January 16 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Public Holiday)
January 26 - Republic Day in India
January 28 - Chinese New Year

ESCROW CORNER

ON parole
Sonya Washington, Closing Agent for Cannaday Abstract & Title Co., Inc. in
Clinton, Arkansas, called her buyer a few days prior to closing. She gave him
the amount needed for closing, so he could obtain a cashier’s check in the
amount of $118,000. The buyer told Sonya he already had a cashier’s check
from someone else made out to himself, but he would go to the bank to
have the check made payable to her Company.
read more
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A few days later she called the buyer and set the closing for Friday,
October 28, 2016 at 10 a.m.
The day of the closing the seller showed up at Sonya’s office, but the
buyer did not. The seller’s real estate agent called and said the buyer was
not able to make the appointment, but would be at Sonya’s office later
that day. The seller left her office and Sonya called the buyer.
The buyer told her he was working in Tennessee, would be meeting a guy
in Little Rock, Arkansas, to pick up the cashier’s check and would be at
Sonya’s office by 5 p.m. Sonya called the seller’s real estate agent; he and
the seller returned to her office to sign the seller’s closing documents.
The buyer did not make it to her office by 5 p.m. on Friday. Instead, the
buyer called and asked to sign at 8:30 a.m. on Monday morning.
On Monday, October 31, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. Sonya was set to meet with
the buyer, but again he did not show. The seller’s real estate agent called
Sonya and said the buyer told him he had hit a deer over the weekend,
and was in Jonesboro, Arkansas, having his car fixed.
The buyer said he would be at Sonya’s office at 11 a.m. At 11:30 a.m. the
real estate agent called back and said the buyer had called again. His car
was overheating and he had to turn around and head back to Jonesboro
to have it fixed. He promised to show up the next day by 8:30 a.m.
On Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. the seller’s real estate agent
waited with Sonya for the buyer to arrive. When the buyer showed up he
said he was sorry but he just realized he did not have the cashier’s check.
He said he left it at home in his briefcase. The buyer signed his closing
documents, said he would grab the check from home and be back in 10
minutes.
An hour later, the buyer called Sonya and said when he got home his
partner had gone to work using his car with the briefcase inside. He said
he would meet his partner in Conway, Arkansas, get the briefcase and
come directly to Sonya’s office with the check.
The buyer called back at noon to say he had recovered the briefcase,
but the check was not inside. The briefcase with the check was actually
in another car located at his son’s house in Jonesboro. Sonya said she
could not continue holding documents for a closing that was not going
to happen, and that the buyer needed to contact the seller and his agent
to extend the closing. The seller called Sonya and said he was extremely
frustrated with the buyer, but the buyer had assured him he would be
at Sonya’s office with the funds in hand at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
November 2, 2016.
At 10 a.m. on Wednesday, November 2, 2016, Sonya called the listing
agent and told him the buyer did not show up at her office. The listing
agent tried to call the buyer, he would not answer the phone. The buyer
did respond via text saying he had run into more problems retrieving the
check, because he arrived at his son’s home and his son was not there.
He had to wait for him to retrieve the check, but was now on his way to
Sonya’s office.

At 3:10 p.m., the buyer called Sonya and said he was 10 minutes from
the office. He showed up at 3:30 p.m. and handed her the cashier’s
check. The check was drawn on a local bank, but it did not look like the
cashier’s checks they typically issued. Sonya held the check up to view
the watermark. There was no watermark!
Sonya told the buyer she needed to verify the check was validly issued.
She called the bank but they were unable to verify the check was issued
by them; they had no record of the check number.
Sonya asked the buyer where he got the check. He said from a man that
he did some work for in Little Rock. Sonya dialed the Little Rock branch;
they too said no cashier’s check was issued with that number. Sonya also
provided the check to the branch office across the street.
The bank teller confirmed the check was counterfeit and then called the
police. The police met Sonya at her office and arrested the buyer for
trying to pass off a counterfeit check.
Two days later as Sonya and her colleagues were leaving the office for
the weekend, they noticed two people watching them from the parking
lot across the street. Sonya called the police, who identified the two
people as the buyer’s wife and business partner, and told them to leave
town. Luckily, they vacated the seller’s property and left town.
The local newspaper featured the story and stated a background check
on the buyer showed that he was on active parole in Tennessee for
armed bank robbery and had been sentenced to 35 years! The article
said he had even escaped from prison at one point.
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$310,000
$310,000
$301,848
$187,500
$356,500
$410,000
$360,000
$365,000
$319,950
$350,000

Columbia, MD		
Eden Prairie, MN		
Plano, TX		
West Des Moines, IO		
Parsippany-Troy Hills, N.J.		
Highlands Ranch, CO
Clarkstown, N.Y.
Weston, Fl		
Beaverton, OR		
Naperville, IL		
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62,617
277,767
64,478
53,173
105,132
84,787
69,081
96,500
141,310

